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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


and ’ bs its sensational Article ‘A 
miac’ as An object-lesson on the dangers of 
a do not entirely see it. It hight much 
opr priately have been entitled An ob el leon on 
seducing an innocent girl, or, perhaps a 
me, An object-lesson on the dangers of meeting 
t have been æ devil yourself. But, to tell the 
we are not quite certain about the real 
this horrible story. London contains an 
tment of practical jesters, and Mr. Stead 
ə indeed. 
en ik we dismiss that suggestion, there is the 
í 45 sanity. If this be dismissed, and if we are 
face the fact that a young villain can be 
an old one, whether for incitement or revenge, 
© means disturbed. We have long believed in 
ity of this. All we stipulate ft is that we 
ad upon these four assumptions—that a good 
€ d is uppermost, not a malignant Satan ; that in 
ike of the world good can always go (and will) 
that the torments which follow sin are for 
at the desire for emancipation will never 


Mr. Stead will again hear from his ‘demoniac.’ 


J Journal’ for the 15th is all alive with 
It may be profitable to refer to one 


its regular contributors says :— 


n n in 1803, evidently did not believe in a soul 
ity. Did he not write thus 


tare beroes, propbets, men, 
; g which the breath of Pan doth blow 


t mA tide, they lie 
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pages, we felt as interested and as happy as, we suppose, 
some men feel who light upon a rare and delicate wine of 
exquisite aroma but doubtful vintage. How delicious the 
style! what fine turns of phrasing ; how subtile the acute 
suggestions of thought and feeling! These sixteen pages 
include the first two Chapters which record the writer's 
passing away and awaking in the Unseen and his meeting 
with his mother and sister and brother. Then, for nearly 
four hundred pages, we have only long conversations with 
Milton, Pythagoras, Napoleon, and a Mercurian. The 
conversations are on great subjects, but they could all have 
been invented by the lively fancy and the well-stored brain 
of—such a person as the writer of this book. Indeed, we 
are in doubt about its veracity: and, though we enjoy its 
style, we do not like its mechanism, which all depends 
upon an astonishing improbability- the instant appearance 
of anyone you wish to see—Milton, Pythagoras, Napoleon 
—anyone appearing the instant you say ‘I wish he were 
here. Then, when he appears, he seems in no hurry, but 
stays for a good thirty hours’ talk. But what would 

happen if some other one of the million million inhabitants 

of the spirit world, or some other one of the ceaseless 

stream of new-comers, took a fancy to see Milton, or 

Pythagoras, or Napoleon? Not one of them goes, it seems, 

until the person who desired his presence wants someone 
else. It is awkward. But, for all that, the book is most 
interesting. Some of the opening paragraphs will be welocme 
for their own sake, and as an indication of the style :— 

A momentary tremor; a gasp which ended in a sigh ; and 
the intermittent and refulgent flashes, which for several minutes 
had been increasing with excessive rapidity, fused into a more 
prolonged Slow. This faded; forms resppeared. The flashes 
were the last attrition of material particles which make the 
‘life’ of material organisms. The transition was gradual and 
the end was soothing. There was no pang or lsceration. 
Weariness before these flashes came had merged into languor 
and a soft sense of lingering. They were the sputtering of the 
lamp, which obscures eren the stars. 

Sensibility, which had become dimmer and more slumbervas. 
now ceased, or was converted into consciousness. It was as 4 
gentle awakening from semi-somnolence. The ministrant of 
this alteration wears velvet shoes, and its breath is incense. 

There was now a knowledge of persons and things about we, 
but a glozing and indifferent ome. The scene within the room ; 
the still form I had quitted; the bustling arvund it; «== 
lamentations and tears; the undertone and whisperimg ;—all 
this I knew as if by anticipation ; that is, so far as I cared to 
have coguisance of it. It was marrow and commonplace. If # 
had not occurred, since I was no very obscure person, BF 
attention would doubtless have been more drawn to the hu. 
of it. As it was, the scene was the ordinary social ices 
about a material phenomenun which was occurring at tbe reef 
some two thousand an hour on oar little globe. It 1s the deed 
who can say of this change to the living Petus that i: dee mt 
pain. Let the dying bury their desd, is the sying é Mii 
when most abstract. 

Tdo not mean to sap that I thought all this T mess 15 
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n do with further surroundings. If I ‘THE THEOSOPHY OF THE UPANISHADS’s 
pn arra hina it all, and go oat into the elvewhere, there — 
— So, I went out, and away. 


This anohyineus treatise professes to explain the Ty 
of the Upanishails, which is the essence of Eastern re] 
ws} by notir g Tolstoi, ho Says 
De. Theodore Dillen in ‘The Medical News’ (New sa nh * G -ARAN 8 Z 
` — A mans religion is the relation which he believes hi 
York) 1 written a fruitéu) Paper on * Must, * a mental to bear to the endless universe around him, and ti th 
disease.’ In health, we can and we can't, wo will and we of that endless universe. 
won't: bat in disease we must It appears that there is Science busies itself with the relation which man does actua 
po escape from the formula—The more mus? the more pear to the rest of the universe, and philosophy seems to oy 
malady. And that is not a more fancy. On the contrary, that with our present faculties and experiences we can nove 
it, perhaps, points to the most prolific source of moral know what that relation really is; so the Tolstoian definition 
absurdity and positive crime. of religion—that it is the relation man believes himself to beart 
Everyone has probably had some experience of the the universe—is not very satisfactory! Tolstoi is also quote 
sine to dò thing injarious or odd—to so walk as as saying that :— 
7 enn — Every inan must believe either that the universe exists fu 
joint patanent, his enjoyment and profit, or for the profit of tho race t 
every post, or even every other one, to jump or fall from a which he belongs, or, lastly, for the purpose of ‘the Dis 
to crush a noticesbly fragile thing. Most people Will that sent him into the world. 
easily glide from the besetting suggestion, though its This is now seen by thinking people to be a view of the 
— ene Says ‘The Medical Cosmos which drives ‘God’ out of the material universe, and :| 
` ar a 
— 


makes out the only portion of the great whole of which we have 

P forms r e ee Knowledgeto be in opposition to the Divine Will, an 

course, be considered sbnormal in view of the fact that they Pa 3 a * N to N religious 8 to be 

probably occur in some shape te all persons In normal atte sho À Q phemous. Tt would seem, on the contrary, 

s that the divine wisdom is shown by the fact, now becoming so 

apparent, that by acting according to its own appointed nature 
everything unintentionally and unconsciously ministers to the ( 


f 


well-being of other things ; and that man by developing 
—in great part by means of his very appetites and desir 
raising and profiting ‘the race to which he belongs 
from it may be inferred that the perfecting of the human mee g 

serves some still larger and higher purpose, which we cannot at zi 


are- 


present distinguish. This being the case, it is evident that dix rine 


abe are net wisdom is justified of her children, and no such antagonism as 
mith ally Tolstoi postulates exists between Crestor and creature. 

Our author, however, does not strictly follow Tolst „i; he 

divides life into three stages of development: the savage or 

i when man lives in the concrete external world, seek- 


ing his personal advantage ; the self-conscious or civilised, 


when man lives an inner, ideal life, seeking for beauty, 
morality, justice, Ke. ; and the divine or theosophical, when he 
turns away from all thought of sensation, whether actual or ideal, | 
and lives only a sensationless, emotionless life ‘in the Eterna. 
These states or degrees of development are superimposed upon 
each other, thus converting savage appetite into self-conscious 
desire, and self-conscious desire into thevsophical spiritu ality. | 
apparently belongs to the second stage, for it is largely 
* of tradition and imitation.” We would follow 
e ness willingly were we not so totally in the dark . . . 
= o nls ae her for the understanding than the will ; for 
u for righteousness ; for a Theosophy than fora 
t Indian Upanishads’ give us the Theosophy 


are one thing, and ‘The Philosophy 
presented by this anonymous author, 
ther. He is evidently deeply infected 
and he reads this pessimism into 
the result ‘Theosophy.’ Appetites | 
renew themselves, and satiety, 
+ from the endeavour to satisfy them. 
on; We hide from ourselves and 
hope is dead,’ and ‘to keep our 
s endless tasks.’ But it is pre- 
eariness that are to lead us to 


— 


ard and belief in the 
unl selves = we seedy 
aseek our wel 

be found—in a. a new life and 
selvos. 

A belief,’ we become pene- 
d wrongne of our pursuit 
wrongnesa of our 
l self is hut 
ly itself being 

‘the ‘enemy 


— — 


nh Bale, 
1 


n out 
ur ha 


mies ix the instinct of preservation of our personal 
notion of tke individual man and of the 

be our aim :— 

be done with the animal self, then let us be 

nd es} ially with its two great and dominant 

) ation of self through lust of possession, 

of the rice through lust of fesh. 

and suicidal pessimism the suthor attributes 

ds. He says :— 

an exaggeration to say . . . that 

belie e purpose of habitual lite the thorough 


m of its purposelessness ; that they esteem the 
e 3 as it the sooner cures us of the 


by dint of complete disgust with everything and 
L by making Shamaclves utterly miserable, 
life, will enjoy an eternity of stagnant 


@ sun rises not nor sets; for him who knows 
visdom well there is perfect day for ever.— 
Upanishad.) 
father is father no more; nor the mother, 
= nor the worlds, worlds; nor the gods, gods; there 
@ are no Vedas; nor the thief a thief; nor the 
murderer ; nor the outcast an outcast; nor the 
s is the est aim, the highest home, the 
the highest bliss. — (Brhadaranvaka 


8 to say of this utterly selfish and pernicious 
— it is none the less selfish and per- 
it is accompanied by the declaration that 
is everyone else, and everyone else is he, 
one and indivisible—a proposition which has 
‘anyone in his normal human consciousness, 
may have for a Theosophist who has extinguished 
1 1 of disgust or of Deity. We say that if this 
x hy of Avenue Road, it certainly is not that of 
; and we are pretty certain that if the anony- 

or ‘The Philosophy of the Upanishads’ could 
insel | back on some Time machine’ to the days 
were written, he would get short shrift 
wrote them; if they did not put him into 
they would teach him to appreciate this 
ng g himself healthily useful to himself, to his 
À 2 That the Upanishads are full of 
t at this life and dissatisfaction at its 

h. but the conditions under which those 
were absolutely different from those 


rbidly pessimistic young theosophical friends 


panishad 
-> s who 


f 
* 
l 


the Upanishads were written life was 
dance with what were understood to be 

material as well as of the spiritual life of 
y-five years of a man’s life were spent in 
the earthly calling to which he was 
ont life’ came twenty-five years as a 
h time the man married and had 


aand reflection, that he became 
the ‘forest’ to indulge in mental 
nd better life that was to reward 
this one. When in the evening 
early struggles and later 
y seemed to him to be of little 
nan and sorrows of a child 
n old one, seem to the grown 

thing this is from 
the author before us, 
“desire because he cannot 
ithou 8 himself sick 
Aas dun which 
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which is now being largely exported to Imtis from No. 7, Dako- 

, for consumption by the mild Hinda—genuine Indian 
Theosophy ‘made in England.’ 

This theosophical pessimism w 


pious, were it not utterly silly and grot 


=R 2 
uld, in 


far it is from everything m anly, or ever 


lately 


and how comple at variance 


L 
take of the universe, and o 


immanent in the universe, we need not poir 


SPIRITUALISM—THE RELIGION, SCIENCE, AND 
REFORM OF THE AGE. 


I ought, perhaps, to apologise for sending an article under 
to the Editor of Lahr, 
t, except the opinions and 
large 
ms [ 


important s 


the above highly comprehensive 
when I have nothing to jus 
experiences that are forced upon my 
number of correspondents. Yet I trast 
have to present will not be found inapplicable to so 


attention by s 


the conside 
subject as the above-named title suggests. 

In the first place, I must 
always treat the spiritual movement a 
Reform. To all these positions I rec 
such personal interviews as I can 
and quite as often bitter remonstr 
call such a movement ‘a Religion’ 
fiercest tones of antagonism, and I am frequently asked wherein 
lies the Science’ of ' and the Reform" which 
grows out of ‘spirit rappings.’ 

As coneisely as possible, noting the mode in which I am 
compelled, almost single-handed, to conduct my plan of defence, 
I consider religion to consist solely of 
the proofs of man's 


inspirers 
and 


and ir 


state that my spirit 


Religion. Scie 


nee 


ceive, both by! 
accord, many compliments, 
ances. How I can dare to 
is often put to me in the 


‘dancing tab'es, 


I may y at once that 
the knowledge of God and His laws; 
immortality—or, at least, his survival of the change called 
death; and the knowledge of how best to prepare for the life 
after death by the soul's action and conduct during earthly 
existence. 

And, again condensing a vast realm of direct proof and 
philosophic reasoning into a few words, I affirm that the Spirit 
Man, the earth's Lord and Re-creator, proves the Spirit God, 
the Lord and Creator of the universe. The comtnanications 
of millions of spirits in well proven identity 
who have once lived on earth, are the direct and present-day 
proof that physical death has no power to touch the soul, 
whilst the assurance from these same millions of spirit com- 
municants that happiness or misery is entirely determined on 
the soul's first entrance to the life hereafter by the good or evil 
deeds done in the body whilst on earth, is a revelation sufficiently 
powerful to promote a thorough and radical reform in every 
department of human existence, from the government 
nations down to the humble individual who lives, dies, and goes 
to the heaven or hell, of his own creation, in spirit life. If this 
is not religion—true, living, practical, God-given religion—T 
know not what is, and seeing that it is brought and proved to 
me every day and hour of my mortal life, I no longer feel 
obliged to go back tu the fabulous inventions, glaring contradic- 
tions, and often impious assertions of the barbarians of two, 
three, or more thousands of years ago to find my religion. 

Of course, the elements of religicn, so briefly touched upon 
in the few sentences referred to above, require powerful treat- 
ment and elaborate disquisitions ; and now, instead of answer- 
ing creed-bound objectors as to why I devote all my Sundays’ 
work and effort to lecturing on a religion which includes so 
much of the sciences of sound, motion, sight, and every kind of 
mental impression, as well as every reform the world can 
demand, I ask why and wherefore every Sunday of the year is 
not given to the teachings of this mighty revelation by such 
capable, well instructed, and highly inspired spiritual lecturers 
as would reform the age and make Spiritualism the religion of 
the world ? 

When such queries as these are put to the committees of 
public spiritual meetings, they reply that they personally 
cannot afford to hire well-educated and capable speakers, while 
those that can afford to do so spend their means on supporting 
handsome churches, rich and popular preachers, and cannot be 
Lewes in the humble places the working Spiritualists alone can 

Still another plea of the said working Spiritualists is— 
wple will only come when there are phenomena 
or, iu 3 re to see and 

this again 


with the beings 


of 


* 


I do s» not because T 
the platform. For the 
in to Spirituali I wat as n 

medium in the city af New York, amd gave thousands 
my sitters: but when spirits urged —nay, 
becoming a public speaker, they also insisted 
the practice of sitting for personal tosts, 
wf the brain that could be used for 

dates, and tokens of personal identity, were 
different by which thoughts, 
and inspiration could be poured out, and that the one 
would mar, if they did not wholly destroy, the 


objections prophesied of by good spirits, and 
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testa, say ‘it is all collusion,’ awil the hundred who don't receive 
them go away disgusted, whibt the ten or twelve who do 
Teowve them are delighted. 
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CLAIRVOYANT TESTS. 


Passing the door of a hall in a large city, I saw a noti 
the effect that Mra. — a well-known 
teste on Sunday afternoons, at 
twenty-five cents, or one shilling. 
hall at the time sjfecitied, and took a seat about the third, 
from the front. When the time arrived to open the moet 
there were present over one hundred persons, all strangers y 
The medium came into the room, ascended the platform, 


medium, would t 


three o'clock :; almi lon 


[ accordingly went ty + 


me. 
and opened the meeting with a short discourse on the nature of 
mediumship, Ko. Then she walked down to a person whos 
just behind me, asked her for her handkerchief, and proceed: 
to give her a ‘reading.’ The medium described her rel 
tives, and gave a description of their old home. A question 
arose between them in regard to certain matters, but the 
medium insisted that she was right, and said: ‘ You think again; 
the gentleman now sitting alongside of you is your brother. 
The subject was then discussed by brother and sister 
with the result that they acknowledged they wrong, 
and the medium correct. I then handed the 
my watch and asked for a reading. While she held my 
watch in her hand she said: ‘ There is a lady here whio says she 
was buried in a night-dress; she is about twenty, and says her 
mother is here to-day.’ Then followed a description of the role 
and of the person. An old lady sitting on the front seat arose 
and said that was a description of her daughter, and that she 
was buried in a night-dress. The lady was dressed in deep 
mourning. The medium then told her that the daughter was 
alive, and was with her all the time. 

The medium then turned to me and asked : Did I ever meet 


were 
medium 


you before?’ My reply was that I never saw her before. She 
then said, There are three spirit friends standing here; your 


wife and two children—a daughter and a son. Your wife's 
name is Elizabeth and yours is William. She passed away 
about twenty years ago. She tells me that when she lived on 
earth she had some difficulty with your parents, but she now 
knows it was partly her own fault, as she did not understand 
them as she does now. I am taken away a very long distance 
from here to the East, and I come to a small city where you 
were born. I enter the old homestead and find your father and 
mother living there. There is a picture of your wife, taken 
before she was married, in the album on the table. You are 
more like your mother than your father. Your father is a 
Presbyterian, and your mother became a member of that 
Church when she was married. Her parents were members of 
the Church of England, but, a few years before her marriage, 
she became a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. She 
is liberal in her ideas now, but still, she would not like to know 
you were consulting a medium, although she would like to know 
what was said to you. Your family consists of seven, viz, 4 
+ andl two children on the spirit side of life, a wife and two 
on this side and yourself completes the number.’ 

he above description was simply perfect in every detail. I 
was a. to every person present, including the medium. 
1 he reading was given in a city of nearly a million of popula- 
m, and over 1,500 miles from where I was born. The 
on passed to others, and for over two hours gave 
h were acknowledged by the persons to be 
may mention that the entrance fee was for the 
of; c medium. Many of the above facts were not in 
t th time of the reading, and so-called mind-reading 


is 
* * 
toe 


ion, in the same city, I visited a Spiritualist 
liam, a stranger to me, said, ‘ You come from 
wa the Kast. I aw taken over salt water, 
bough for the ocean. You do not now 
i were in previous to 1877. In that year, 
inplete change, When you were about 
vl n very severe sickness, and since 
been very strong. The year 1893 
but after that I see you will be all 


Sy 


a g 


44 
* 


— 


Feliraary 20, 1896.) 


i drug business. At the time the medium gave me 
this teat T was not thinking about the matter in any way, and 
fora minuta had to ask myself if that was the year in which I 
mule tho change. She also said that in a short time I would 
Wo This I did not contemplate at the time, 

falfillod to the letter. In regard to the year 1893 

time for me, this also was fulfilled, as in that 
— . — through the most trying experience in my life, and 
since then have been all right, as the medium predicted, 


rand Rapids, M. W. B. 
Michigan. U.S. A. 


THE INTEREST OF SPIRIT PEOPLE IN EARTHLY AFFAIRS. 


‘The following narrative has been placed in our hands by 
whom we have known intimately for many 
we have the fullest confidence in the complete 
ha very interesting statement :— 


en heard a near relative, an aunt of mine, relate 

des which are quite at variance with a prevalent 
that spirits eschew all interference with practical life 
meddle with issues of intrigue or business com- 
“eg is one of the most long-headed and prosaic 
r met, and her habitual mental attitude towards 
festations, especially when experienced by other 
ie of distaste and vigorous scepticism. But when her 
ng affection, stirred by some fresh bereavement, has 
0 een them courage, the departed have returned 
im portant and unexpected information, in spite of 


nursed my father, her favourite brother, when he 
typhus. After his death some important paper 
insurance was not to be found, and she had 
he search in despair, when he appeared to her in the 
told her where to find it. In the morning she went 

n old ottoman, took out a little old diary, of which 
Several yearly volumes, picked out a certain year, 
the paper, I may add that she bad not lived 
ier for years, and knew nothing about his habits or 


ier oh is even more striking. My father's 
during the sharing among the several heirs 

he left, my aunt was persuaded to give a power 
j a certain lady relative. She posted the document 
and went to bed. In the night she woke up 
noticed that some flamboyant lights were 
1; but she reassured herself with a 
hrase (her mother had been a German): Eh! 
on ch in meiner eigenen Stube und man kann 
J vormachen! She then distinctly saw 
: ell-known attitude und dress, standing ab 


DOn 


betrogen! In reply to the startled 
trogen !’ her mother repeated her words 


e person, at once made my 

t up and dress and accompany her 
Office, in the middle of the night; and, 
th Prussian red tape, which I can assure 
quality, she received back her letter, 
mped. Some weeks afterwards my 
me that, when the power of attorney 
l already arisen in connection with 
ded, which made it of the utmost 
come into her possession ! 


1 of man feels itself lessened 
arrow state ; wishes and waits 
“it could: discern another 

its a beginning SN the 
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THE ART OF INVESTIGATION. 


‘ Psychische Studien has for one or two numbers been 
giving the story of the Hon. Alexander Akavkoil's investigations 
of spiritualistic phenomena, so well-known to gur readers, The 
journal, indeed, courteously acknowledges that the biographical 
sketch is based on the account of our distinguished co-worker 
which appeared in“ Lian,’ of March 24th, 1804. Its porusal 
isveryinteresting, and shows how, through all the aproar and fuss 
and Huster raised by sceptical persons here, who did not see what 
most other people saw, and sceptical persous there who saw what 
nobody else perceived, this quiet, self-posaessed, well-equipped 
investigator calmly pursued his course—turning neither to the 
right nor to the left when excursions in either of these directions 
promised no fruit—and employed his tests with a plentitude of 
resource hardly surpassed in the annals of the cause. 

The same journal has an article from the pen of Herr 
Petersen, of Flensburg, who corrects an apparently trifling 
error, which, however, very clearly shows how highly important 
it is that our most distinguished writers and researchers, and, in 
fact, all investigators, should, before chronicling the phenomena 
with which they may be dealing, use every possible means for 
exhaustively verifying their references. There is probably no 
other subject of study in the world which is more exposed than 
Spiritualism is to the danger of injury from misrepresentation, 
in consequence of inaccuracies in the registration of dates, 
names, and places. With almost all other subjects of human 
interest, errors of that kind are mere bagatelles, which simply 
require correcting, but in the ease of Spiritualism they aro 
selected as the minute rents which serve to let all the gas out of 
the balloon, and eventually bring about its collapse. There are 
many cultivated and ingenious people who speak after the latter 
fashion, and affect to consider it reasoning, who would not be of 
much importance individually in the discussion, were it not 
that their conclusions are industriously promulgated as tho 
result of an impartial and exhaustive examination of whatever 
may happen to be the particular phase of the subject under 
review. It is u somewhat insincere method, but very telling. 
‘A person who can makea demonstrable error like that, is 
hardly to be accepted as entirely trustworthy in other respects,’ 
and soon. This is u perfectly legitimate statement to make, no 
doubt, but everyone who makes it ought to be gravely sus- 
pected of having unfairly left all the“ 
alone. 

From a work by a highly accomplished German student of 
the occult, the following passage relating to the gift of second 
sight is quoted in Herr Petersen's article: ‘ Boy Spuk, a 
Scottish seer, could quite accurately foretell the death of many 
people, but only when, in his vision, he saw lights borne before 
the corpse,’ &e. 

Now almost any educated person in the British Isles, or 
almost any educated British person out of them, could have told 
Professor Perty, of Berne, for example, that ‘Boy Spuk,“ as 
Christian and surname, was a remarkably unlikely one, 
even as a nickname, fer any of her Britannic Majesty's 
subjects to bear. For although Boy,“ as a titular appel- 
lative in song, is occasionally found in the familiar vein, 
it is never found as a name, and the word ‘Spuk' in form 
and spelling should at once have driven the learned Professor 
to the vicinity of the Little Belt rather than to Scotland, 
Nevertheless, this error has been carried over from book to 
book for, perhaps, half a century, and now it has been dis- 
covered that the beaver of the strikingly un-British name * Boy 
Spuk * was not a Scotehman at all, but a respectable master- 
glazier, who died on March 14th, 1839, at Süd Nicbiil (in 
Schleswig-Holstein ), at tho aye of seventy, and whose name 
was Boy Johannsen, Spuk being a nick-name given to him 
because of his gift of second sight, That he was a remarkable 
man there seems to be but little doubt, if we take for granted 
that the deseription given of his gift is more accurate than that 
of his nationality; but the point to be noticed in this connec- 
tion is the extraordinary length of time it has taken to * investi- 
gate’ so small a matter, probably just because of its diminu- 
tiveness ; but there the error was, ready at hand for the 
tumasking by any casual blasphemer, 


other respects’ severely 


Lovs, EEN eny faithful, and well fixed, is eminently the 
sanctifying element of human life; without it, the soul cannot 
reach its fullest height or holiness, Ruski, 


102 


Greer OF ‘LIGHT, 2. DUKES STREET, ADELPHI. 
LONDON, W.O. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20th, 1896. 


EDITOR „ F. DAWSON ROGERS. 
Assisted by a Staf of able Contributors, 


Semscerprion Rates.— Lieut’ may be had free by post on the follow- 
terms -Twelve months, 10s. al; six months, 53. 5d. Payments 

to be made in advance. To United States, 2dol. 70c. 
Avvertisement Caaners.— Five lines and under, 3s. One inch, 5a 
Column, £2 2s. Page, £4. A reduction made for a series of insertions. 


Light, 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 
Price Tworrxnce WEEKLY. 


COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be addressed to the 
Bilitor, 2, Duke Street, Adelphi, London, W.O. Business communi- 
cations should in all cases be addressed to Mr. B. D. Godfrey, and 

not to the Editor. Oheques and Postal Orders should be made 

payable 


Mr. B. D. Godfrey, and should invariably be crossed 


*‘Ligut’ may also be obtained from E. W. ALGEN, 4, Ave Maria Lane, 
London, and all Booksellers. 


THE NEW LIGHT. 


We do not quite understand ‘The Inquirer.’ No one 
can say that we have hastened to cash the cheques that 
have come to us with what everyone is talking about as 

‘The new photography or ‘The new light.’ We have 
3 hardly said a word about it, though we have been fully 
| aware that it opens up a rather rich harvest for us. But 
ve well afford to wait. In these circumstances, we 
quite understand ‘The Inquirer,’ which, 
r dry way, raps our knuckles by starting 
3 water, wrongly applied, 

pl The new photography is 
N in a manner which 
t We fear’ is 
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D rraph ” emanate from a material source ?’ 


[February 29, 1894 


Pushing on, this past-master in scientific photogr aphy 
found that figures were obtained on sensitive plates in 4 
wooden box, or a wooden slide covered only with the velve 
focussing cloth, when held by a suitable person. 
case, he produced his own plates, and persoually performed 
every part of the process up to the development of the 
picture. Then, speaking generally of these invisible rays 
he says: ‘If any thing or entity —call it a spirit if you like 
omitted rays of this nature only, most assuredly it could 
be photographed although such figures could not 
be seen.’ No wonder, then, if some Spiritualists are deeply 
interested in this ‘new light,’ or ‘new photography,’ not 
because it is new to them, but because the uninformed 

multitude is getting a notion or two into its head. 
to have 


In overy 


‘The Inquirer,’ which does not seem long 


inquired on this subject, placidly says :— 


It is proved that rays to which the eye is not sensitive may 
nevertheless impress a photographie plate, and give shadow 
negatives of bone or metal objects. It is inferred at once that 
disembodied spirits may emit these and so 
admit of being photographed although they cannot be seen, 
This belief was entertained by the late Mr. Traill Taylor. But 
there seems here to be a want of clearness of thought. 


‘invisible rays,’ 


Certainly: there is a great ‘want of 
thought.’ But first as to clearness about facts. Mr. Traill 
Taylor entertained a belief, says ‘The Inquirer.’ Not at all. 
He tried a long series of experiments, and found out solid 
facts. If it would like to know what these facts are, ‘Liaut’ 
for June Ist, 1895, will supply the information. 

Mr. Taylor did not hold that a spirit photograph was 
necessarily the photograph of a spirit: but he did hold 
that a mind or spirit picture could be photographed; and 
we hold that in this he went further afield than the present 
wonder-exciting experimenters. But now, what if a spirit 
can construct its mould or picture and then, by the help of 
its own ‘invisible rays,’ project it upon the sensitive plate! 
Our interest in ‘the new photography,’ however, does not 
turn upon any particular experiment but upon the general 
fact that very useful education is going on as to the reality 
of the unseen. 

But ‘The Inquirer’ goes wrong just where most of the 
men in the street will go wrong. We shall often have to 
hear something like this, ‘ Well, after all, there’s something 
there when a key, a cigar-case, a pencil, or a bone is there. 
But a spirit, don’t you know !—well, there isn’t anything 
there, is there?’ And so a spirit is less real and less potent 
and less capable of dealing with invisible rays or subtile 
waves than a cigar-case or a key! ‘What is a Spirit !“ is 
the title of ‘The Inquirer's’ Article. And these are its 
‘Aro disembodied spirits material 
1 Do the rays which produce “spirit photo- 
Will ‘ The 
iirer’ tell us what ‘material substances’ are, and what 
terial source’ is? There are millions of modes of 
„ and it is only a gross trick of ‘the cave’ which 
us to think we have done anything sane or useful 
have tried to distinguish between matter and 
practical purposes. There may be a difference: 

ust give way it will not be spirit. Herschel, 
Tyndall, Spottiswoode, and many strong 
accustomed us to follow Matter into the 
fed is at once more subtile, more potent, and, 
, more vital than Matter as we know it: 
10 means impressed with the gross question, 
x material substances?’ We are 
| He is, we suppose, real enough 
1 of invisible 
d spirit’ is, it may 
that it is able—to 
th forces compared with 


ubstance 


prome 


clearness of 
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If *Tho Inquirer’ will think this out, it may be able to 
anawor its own question in such a way as to comprehend 

— be as real, aye, more real a being than 
this ogad struggler, and yet be as far removed from our 
rango of vision and touch as the invisible rays, 

In certain circumstances, and with its knowledge and 
control of the mighty unseen forces, it chose to make it 


LONDON PRERITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


A meeting of the misinbers Sand friends of the London 

8 ist Alliance will be held in the French Drawing 
„St. James’s Hall (entrance from Piccadilly), on the 

| en next, March 6th, at 7 for 7.30, when an 
addres: s will be given by Mr. E. W. Wallis, of Manchester, 
ing Present-day Problems for Spiritualists —to 


i e by answers to questions. 


{ ‘STUDIES IN THE THOUGHT WORLD,’ * 
i “Mr. Ilenry Wood is an American author who, like many of 


his cou Poe, endeavours to combine Christianity with daring 
In ‘Studies in the Thought World’ he stands on 
e same ground as in his previous works, namely, that 
vealed Himself through His Son to the Hebrews, and so 
world, but He had always been revealing Himself 
dure and the intuition.’ In the work before us the 
ies himself in an imaginative and transcendental 
the interpretation of the latter kind of revelation. 
oi, Darwin, Theosophy, Christian Science, and 
earch have apparently been his staple intellectual 
sad, however, of confining his speculations to an ideal 
e universe, he endeavours to apply transcendental 
id maxims to the material world. To imagine a 
thinks, is to realise it even more completely than if it 
ally present. Hence :— 
ggestion and concentration can be intelligently 
into everyday life. Through their judicious 
it, the ills, spectres, beliefs of evil, and disorders 
d body, may be crowded out of the consciousness, 
, As a natural result, vanish from outward expression. 
of this shutting of the eyes to evil is that it kills 
nd, to those who are ready to take off their coats 
k tohelp their neighbours, it seems like self- 
fering ina fool's paradise. This spiritual lotus- 
‘seems to be Mr. Wood's aim, We do not agree 
re is too much selfish ignoring of evil as it is. 
Stot-tnstanco, apply to the Armenian massacres, 
joint of view of the sufferer or the sympathiser?— 


y way to destroy evil is not to hold it up and 
to make it hateful, but rather to put it out 
rang To the degree ‘that one does not see it, 
non-existent, because there is nothing to 
within. 
book: contains many admirable and some 
‘the defects of its qualities’ are so pro- 
very —— reading. 


JALIST ALLIANCE.—A_ meeting of the 
nd. of the London Spiritualist Alliance 
iy evening, tho 2st inst., in the 
St. James’s Hall, when Mrs. Bliss, 
3 a short ans stained 
voyance an yehometry, 

the President of the Alliance, 
the course of some preliminary 
Ba to the audience. A pianoforte 
uring which the medium 
rol, snd this mie been 
delivered, evidently by an 
accor t wore very marked. 

of sound common-sense. 
and 78 


ations which 
caper 
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THE USE AND ABUSE OF MEDIUMS, 


By ‘GeNeRaL Lonnisox.“ 


Having during many years made a careful examination 
of the powers and peculiarities of mediums, and having 
through their aid been able to interrogate spirits as regards 
the laws and conditions most suitable for obtaining 
evidences of spirit power and work, I venture to give the 
results of some of my inquiries, though I can state that in 
no two instances have I ever found the individuality of 
mediums exactly similar. It is therefore necessary to 
know the medium well, in order to obtain the best results, 
and, if the investigator is not very careful, he will obtain 
either no results, or such as, according to his ignorance of 
the laws, he will at once attribute to fraud, 

In order that spiritual manifestations should occur, 
there are two agents necessary; first, the medium, 
secondly, the spirit. Each has an individuality, and though 
persons ignorant of the subject imagine that, if there be any 
truth in spirit communication, spirits can be ordered, or 
are at once anxious, to give undeniable proof of their 
power, yet spirits state that this is not the case, 

For example, suppose some self-sufficient so-called 
scientist, puffed up with the belief of his own infallible 
knowledge, and firmly convinced that spirit communication 
was all trickery or delusion, attended a séance, mainly for 
the object of proving that his opinions were correct, the 
spirits present, seeing his mental condition, would not give 
any proof, as it would merely be casting pearls before 
swine. They would consider that such men were unteach- 
able, and would probably do much harm if they became 
acquainted with the means of communication. This is only 
natural. Thus, if a man came to me, and stated that he 
was convinced that the earth was a flat surface, and that no 
amount of evidence would convince him that it was a 
spheroid, T should not trouble myself to give him any of 
those geometrical proofs which prove the true form of the 
earth. To do so would be useless. I should probably 
simply amuse myself by listening to his absurd opinions. 

A spirit, whom T will term P., has told me that many 
times, at séances which he has attended, men have come 
who, under the pretence of fairly investigating, have merely 
been watching for some excuse to proclaim fraud. When 
such has been the case, P. has seen with them low spirits 
who were anxious to conlirm them in their opinions. This 
statement opened an interesting inquiry, to which P. replied 
as follows: ‘Natures, at so-called death, do not at once 
change. Just as those on earth are jealous of one another, 
so is it with the low in our sphere. A knowledge, when 
on earth, of spiritual laws enables a man to take a 
higher position on entering the spirit life. He takes a 
position above those who, whilst on earth, devoted the 
whole of their thoughts to mundane and selfish items. 
Hence these low spirits, if they cannot, or will not, them- 
selves advance, adopt the next best means, viz, they try to 
prevent others from advancing.’ 

What is more common than to hear ignorant men assert 
that if a spirit told them what horse was going to win the 
Derby, then they would believe, as that would be of 
practical value? This remark means that if they could gain 
such information they would be able to rob other men. 
What spirit, even if it could predict the result of a race, 
would, if honest, supply such information! Low spirits, 
who are, ns on earth, not only ignorant but self-sufficient, 
would probably guess at the name of the horse, and would 
give wrong information, and the inquirer would then jump 
to the conclusion that spirit communication was a fraud. 

It is not unreasonable to conclude that fifty or a 
hundred years hence we shall all be wiser than we are now, 
and will then be able to perceive that we must be cautious 


as to those to whom we impart knowledge. It does net 
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tions by studying tho laws Lae far as these are kn 
electricity, photography, &.; but there is as great * 
a 


follow that every man who attends a séance in order to 
‘test,’ as he terms it, whother there is any truth in spirit 
communication, should at once be given such proof as will 
convince him. In some instances such conviction has led 
to men setting themselves up as teachers, before they knew 
the very elements of the laws on which they claimed to be 
They have, then, carefully fulfilled the condi- 
tions of the blind leading the blind, and if endowed with medium, to tie him or hold him, to bring g sce ptics 
sulesuificieney and a theoretical tendency, they have jurors, tricksters, and bigoted scientists, without a, 
become dangerous promulgators of error. preparation other than to be watchful for fraud, and a 
Here, then, are some of the difficulties which the so- when nothing occurs that cannot be easily explained h 
called inquiror into Spiritualism has to encounter; but this jury, by the aid of various theories, to pronoun : 
another difficulty is the treatment of mediums. The spiritual force a delusion, mediums merely impostor 
medium is peculiarly constituted, and is greatly influenced 
by surroundings, Uncungonial surroundings, whether as when ignorance becomes our teacher. 
regards locality or people, will so upset the medium that no In Ligur’ of the 15th inst., there was an account by 
manifestations are possible. The surrounding atmosphere Professor M. T. Faleomer of ‘Further Experiments wit} 
of some individuals will s disturb a medium that Eusapia Paladino.’ He states ‘we are to-day perfectly 
f be, or she, will feel unable to suppress a longing to play a certain of the authenticity of such phenomena; small 
trick on these people, and this condition is in many cases tables, chairs, and other objects being moved without being 
by those spiritual inflaences which the inquirer touched by the medium.’ Other phenomena also occurred, 
with him. How is this! Seven able men, whose names are given 
To force a medium to sit at a particular time, and in ‘Lient,’ attend five sittings with the medium, and 


under certain arbitrary conditions, whilst each of thesitters obtain proof of a power unknown to orthodox science. At 
shows suspicion in every look and action, is the best means Cambridge a so-called investigation takes place, and the 


conclusion of the majority who attend is that Eusapia is 


to secure failure. 

= — Gnas eae prea the most remarkable merely a trickster, endowed with wonderful strength! 
i ana have oeeurred when a medium has been stay- Those who have seen, thousands of times, similar phenomena 
ee in a house ; has become accustomed to a occur with other mediums, and who are acquainted with 
1 in bas not been tied or held, and the laws affecting such phenomena, know that the 
y - i lighted. Day after day and week failure (if it occurred) at Cambridge was due to the ignor- 


ill then occur, of so powerful a ance of the investigators, and the incorrect methods they 
ion, i adopted in their attempts to solve the problem. 


When men thus incompetent form their hasty and 
„ if ever, obtained off erroneous conclusions, and promulgate these as facts, they 
become the great obstructionists to progress and a know- 
ledge of truth, and, in consequence of their limited 
in previous capacity, are unconsciously greater impostors than would 
occupied our be a cheating medium. The latter produces (as it were) 
hs, and about a false telegram. The former asserts that no such thing as 
the telegraph exists. 


ence between these sciences * the laws apportaini 
spiritual matters, as there is between the mus ning 
mental powers of individuals. The prevalent iden wih 
the ignorant is that the correct way to test whe — 
spiritual or abnormal power exists, is—to procure a soe ally 


5, And 
believers absolute idiots. We really live in strange tims 


TESTS AT PHYSICAL SEANCES. 


Mr. Brian Hodgson, of Ladywood, Birmingham, offers 
the following suggestion as deserving of attention: — 


An excellent test has suggested itself to me for application at 
physical séances where materialised hands and other such partial 
phenomena are manifest, It has recently been shown by Dr, 
Galton that the finger print made by a hot hand or by a lightly 
inked finger is peculiar, in its marking, to the individual to 
whom it belongs. Could not spirit hands be induced to press 
‘their thumbs and fingers upon glass slides, lightly smeared 
‘with printer's ink, and then upon white paper, for subsequent 


_ @ramination and comparison with the finger prints of the sitters! 


vo THovent-neap,’ by Dr. James Coates (London: 

eked Co.), is a deci edly useful little * manual,’ but 
e author would have been wiser had he given ita 
er ti Jt is notin accord with the genius of our 
ae eel E t-read ‘any more than it is to 


a to Photograplis-take ' ; and 
t, to read Thought,“ would 
rary prone lly well, at the same 
* enrance of an attempt to 
a — 4 evide, For the book itself 
bcm we cordially recommend its 
to take an interest in 

o of ti ] — ig ably handled— 
ne mind-reading, clair- 
tunliam. In regard 


Always agree 
eal ab 12 


raw ich be 


i 
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MUSICAL SPIRITS, 


In Liar“ of January 11th last we published a letter 

by Mr. A. E. Snell, of Cavendish, Idaho, U.S. A., 

to Mr. E. Polonaski, 38, Warwick-road, Earls Court 

ais proprietor and editor of the Violin Times,’ 

| acknowledging receipt of copies of that paper. In this 

| eur. Snell explained that when he ordered the 

ı Times’ he did so at the suggestion of a spirit who 

5 I given i the name of Margaret Denning, and who stated’ 

that she had lived in England some fifty years ago, and 

had been, and still was, a violinist. Up to that time Mr. 

Snell had never so much as heard of the ‘ Violin Times, 

but Margaret Denning gave him the name, and also the 

name of the street and of the number in the street, where 

the paper was published—information which he was grati- 

fied to find absolutely correct. In the following extract 

from a letter which has since been received by 9 

i c, in reply to one from herself, and which that 

has kindly placed at our disposal, our readers will find 
jer interesting particulars :— 


Oavexnist, Ipano, January 28th, 1896. 
"Mrs, Polonaski, London, England,— 


urs of January Ist received January 23rd, and was a 
su e I could write you a very long letter, but 


ae to weary you, and will condense as much as 


ast first tell you a little as to how it was that I began 
y th e Occult, as you will then see that it has probably a 
al to do with the reason of so many musical spirits 
è. I was born in one of the New England States 
there (and got what little education I have) till I 
“one years of age, since which time I have lived in 
Oregon, and Idaho. I was engaged while young (in 
d States) toa very fine young lady, but owing to 
West and other causes we were never married. We 
) have been married, however, five years ago last 
as, but she died the September previous. She was the 
t I ever heard, excepting the regular celebrities, 
s wedded to her music. This, I think, is why I 
sed with so many musical spirit friends. After 
n to think a good deal about where she could 
trip East and stopped at Chicago, and attended 
sand lectures, and was fortunate enough in my 
goto only genuine mediums, and the result 
ame fully convinced of the grand truths of 


ed the violin since I was a boy, but owing to my 
o my living on the frontier of America, I have 
chance to take lessons nor the time to practise, 
um not a good player. 

all you how I talk with the spirits. 
use n board with the alphabet and a pointer. 
hand upon the board, and the pointer moves 


A young 


we can neither of us get anything, and as 
school, I can obtain no further informa- 
im blessed with the presence of many good 
found them truthful at all times. I have 
ing to me regularly, and as you will 
it will vive you the chance of investi- 
t he tells me of himself. I never 
ave it to me here, and I have seen his 
fi 475 the * Violin Times.“ He was 
pinnist, by the name, as he tells me, 
il ows cy (T notice that the ‘Violin 
wski). What lie says of himself is 
find out whether I have got it 
he e Ural Mountains My father 

7 — Technical School, 
r for music, and 
ard composition. My 
Nicholas Rubenstein, 

said : “In 
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In regard to Margaret Denning, I will tell you how she first 
came tome, I am frequently asked by spirits to play on the 
violin for them, and in nearly all cases they have told me that 
my music was quite good; but about a year ago a new spirit 
came (Margaret Denning) and asked me to piy: As usual, I 
did so, and asked her if she thought my playing was good, and 
she said ‘No.’ Thereupon I said, *You must bea violinist 
yourself, then?” She said she was, and gave mo the informa- 
tion I wrote in my previous letter, only that I then noglected 
to say that she passed to spirit life in Birmingham, England. 
I asked her if it was possible for ime to take violin lessons from 
her, and she said it was if I would do as sho told me. Conse- 
quently I have learned more in the past year about notes, 
position, Ko., than I ever knew before, She has had me get a 
full outfit of instruction-books, and in nearly every case I had 
never seen or heard of them or of the publishers until then. In 
many cases I have sent orders to firms of whose very existence 
I had no knowledge, enclosing money in payment, and I 
invariably found that Margaret Denning had told me correctly 
—in fact, just as I sent for the ‘ Violin Times, although I had 
never heard that there was such a work, or such a street, or 
such a number. She said she wished I would send for it, as 
she thought it would interest me to know what celebrated 
violinists were doing throughout the world, and I can truthfully 
say that I am much interested in the work, and look forward 
with pleasure to the arrival of each number. I once asked her 
who was the best violinist in the world, and she said that there 
were various opinions n regard to that, but she thought Sarssate 
was the best. At that time I had never heard his name, but I 
have seen it frequently since. A 
Yours truly, 

A. E. Swett. 


WHAT IS CLAIRVOYANCE ? 


Our able contemporary, ‘The Metaphysical Magazine ' 
quotes the following from ‘The Malden Evening News’ 
(Mass., U.S.A.) :— 

An authority upon which we can fully rely calls to our 
attention a rather remarkable incident. Last Saturday, at 5.21 
or 5.22 p. in., an invalid lady residing in Maplewood, the wife 
of one of the best-known citizens of Malden, suddenly arose 
from her chair, and, raising both hands excitedly, exclaimed : 
t Oh, a dreadful railroad collision has just happened. Instine- 
tively the woman in charge of the house, to whom the exclama- 
tion was made, looked at the timepiece. When the gentleman 
of the house came home to tea soon after, he was told of the 
exclamation made by the invalid, and he inquired at what time 
it was made. Subsequently it was learned by the gentleman 
and others of the household that the railroad collision at Edge- 
worth occurred at the very minute the invalid exclaimed that 
a collision had taken place. The lady remained in a very 
excited state for about an hour after she made the sudden 
outcry, and although all in the house tried to persuade her 
that no such thing had ocourred—they not knowing at the time 
of any accident—the idea could not be banished from her mind. 
This is something for scientific men to think about. It seems 
rather more than 4 coincidence. Some of those who have been 
made acquainted with the facts in this case believe that thoughts 
can be conveyed to minds adapted to receive them, upon the 
same principle that slight sounds can be heard a long distance 
away, by peculiarly sensitive ears, while others, being com- 
pletely absorbed upon other matters at the time, would not be 
affected by the vibrations of air cause] by the swing of a sledge- 
hammer on an anvil across the street. There is no question as 
to the actual fact that this occurred. As to the explanation 
of the phenomenon, each must seek the solution for himself. 


A Mavame Rosserrt, who resides at Rochester, New York, 
professes to be a musical medium, She takes her seat at tho 
piano and passes into a trance, during which she is deseribed as 
playing and singing with the greatest ease and skill the most 
beautiful and difficult songs. Madame sings in several different 
langunges, none of which does she understand, and she performs 
with great efficiency upon various instruments without haying 
previously learnt them. 

Tuar cutting up, and parcelling, and labelling, of the 
indivisible human soul into what are called * faculties’ T hare 
from of old eschewed, and even hated. - Caguyur. 
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


Ansvar Rerort or tre Counci ror THE YEAR ENDED 
i Drorunen Slsr, 1895, 


Tsi our twelfth Annual Report, we have tho satis- 
faction of being able to state that the number of members on 
the hooks of the Alliance has not only been maintained but has 
been materially increased, and that there has been evidence on 
every hand of an augmented interest in our special work. 

Perhaps the most notable event of the year was the General 
Conference of Spiritualists held in London in the month of 
May, the arrangements for which were successfully carried out 
by the Council, assisted by several delogates representing other 
London Societies, the Spiritualists’ International Corresponding 
Society, and the National Federation of Spiritualists, and who 
gave their cordial co-operation. The Conference was 
pent, by a religions service in St. Andrew's Hall, Newman- 
y Rev. J. Page Hopps gave an address on 
* Spiritualism —the Key that Unlocks all Doors.’ Four other 
mostings were held in the Portman Rooms, Baker street, the 
‘President of the Alliance wp the chair on the occasion of 

Rev. J. Page Hopps, Mr. W. 
Mr. John Lamont presided over the subsequent 
. Animated discussions took place on the following 
->T f 


1 
ig 
P 


itual Phenomena,’ 


n introduced by Nr. 
rr People,’ introduced by 
* introduced 
Bs eed” Our Duty with regard 
l by Mr. J. J. Morse. Answers 

given by Mrs. Hardinge 
. — 


x 


LIGHT. 


{Febrnary 29, 1804 


their surviving relatives and friends we tondor our sina 
sympathy on their temporary loss. * 

We are glad to be able to report a growing Appreciation , of 
our valuable Library. To our country members books are Choe 
fully forwarded on request, and so extensive have been th 
transmissions by train and post that the books have materially 
suffered in consequence, necessitating n considerable outlay fo, 
re-binding. But the demand affords a gratifying evidence g 
increasing interest, and must therefore be regarded with the 
utmost pleasure and satisfaction. Tho Library contains nearly 
all the standard works on Spiritualism and kindred subjects 
and new books of sterling worth are addod as they appear, 

In conclusion, we contidently appeal to the work of the pay 
year, in all its various departments, as a title to the confidence 
of members and to a continued and increasing support. 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 


February, 1 1896. E. President. 


Dawson Rocenrs, 


SOME SUGGESTIONS BY A DOUBTER. 


The spirit of argument is upon me, and I join issue with 
the argument used by Spiritualists that ghosts or apparitions 
are proved by weight of evidence, on the ground that numbers 
of people have seen them, and all of these cannot be victims of 
hallucination. 

I think that hallucination is a word to be 
respect. Hallucinations are daily and familiar guests with us 
all, and far more common than realities, so that when I say 
that a person seeing a ghost is under an hallucination, I do not 
in the least mean to question his sanity or veracity ; it is merely 
a conventional way of putting things. When I say I saw the 
moon rise two or three nights ago, I confess to being under an 
hallucination ; the moon does not rise, nor does the sun. When 
I say the sea is green or the sky blne-green, I am equally under 
an hallucination. If you describe a flash of lightning as ‘A 
forked line of light stretching from cloud to earth,’ I reply, 
Not a bit of it; that is an hallucination. It is a number of 
minute particles so heated that they give out light—but in 
succession ; the rapidity of the flash makes it look like a line. I 
need not multiply instances; they are familiar enough. 

But what is vision? Roughly speaking, I believe light is a 
mode of motion analogous to, but different from, that kind 
of motion which produces a sense of heat, or which is heat. 
This motion, or vibration, acts in such a way on our brain, or 
irritates certain nerves in such a way, that we become conscious 
of the reflection of objects on the retina of the eye ; this reflec- 
tion being itself due to the action of light. 

Now, as to the seeing of apparitions, is it not possible that 
telepathic influences may irritate these particular nerves in the 
same or a similar way to that in which rays of light influence 
them, and that we see mentally, as it were? The vision may 
he just as vivid, real, and distinct as if it wore caused by some 
material object, which, intercepting some, and reflecting other, 
rays of light, was reflected on the retina of the eye, and, thus 
irritating the same nerves, gave a consciousness of form and 
colour. 

L advance this merely as a theory, but I can adduce one or 
two somewhat similar conditions that will show it is not an 

up theory. Take, first, the case of a man suffering from 


He sees spots and sparks in front of his eyes. 


treated with 


‘These do not exiat, yet he undoubtedly sees them; the fact 


being that the state of his liver produces such sympathetic 
ion on his brain as to cause him the same consciousness as 
The 2 by spots or particles in the air, 

is, perhaps, unfair to cite. It is, perhaps, 
a genuine delusion, due to disease of the brain. I inean 
isoon by a man suffering from doliriuim tremens. 
Hc third instance ia more to the point that is, the case 
d with the power of thought-reading, who, being 
A folded into m room where some object is hidden, 
! aight p to it and find it; they must have soon it with 


f e that the spiritual and immortal part 

„ of 1 must be something quite different 

nt of the collection of nerves and cells by 
surroundings are manifested to us, or 
ft of the brain in which those arm 
and remembered —is equally 
which to a certain extent 
i only. A dog can 


eater 


dr dees, and remember, but, as faras we know, 
ne Nel part or essence in him. 
his essence, or soul, must bo something higher, 

rful, than the material physical brain, and it 
power of memory and reason, Now, I think that 
i to assume that such a subtle force can, under 
i conditions, act aten distance, that space to it is nothing. 
is 775 we seo examples of forces that practically 

22 apace. Light and electricity, for instance, can 
so eno mous distances with very slight diminution of 
wT hir itis reasonable to assume that under certain 
the soul could have the same power. 
n the Spiritualists (shall T call it No. 1%) 
lis soul of some one who has departed this life is here 
or can come here, and either has permanently, or eau 
Apo! un outward body or covering, which, though 
ity raror (less dense) than air, as it can pass through 
d doors, yet has sufficient substance to no A and 
ht so as to be visible. Another theory (No. 2, say) is 
1e soul, acting from space on the brain or soul of a 
can produce in his brain or mind the same sensation 
caused by an apparition ; that is, it causes him to see 
a with his mental eye, differing only in degree 
hy, by means of which two living people, though 
conscious of each other's thoughts and actions. 
lepathy need not be confined to the sense of sight 
s reasonable to suppose that the other senses may be 
. way. 
o this second theory as being the more reasonable 
nd that is why T do not think an apparition can be 
„and why T do not believe in the so-called spirit 


iat there are several very serious difficulties in the 
‘theory. One is this: If, when you see an apparition, 
your eyes and the apparition disappears, it would 
m as though the apparition had a real, tangible 
ut it is quite possible that the fact of shutting the 
1 85 the nerves, &c., that they would lose 

On the other hand, has a blind person ever 
ous fan apparition ? 

ng diffculty i is that of two or more people who had 
either with each other or with the apparition, 
i he ition simultaneously. Still more would it 
y case if they got different views of it; but it is 
it e spirit may have wished to be able to influence 


nticated cases of physical acts done by the 
ould, of course, upset my theory, but have any such 
nelusively established? Water spilt, chairs 
prints, and the like can so often be accounted 
vestigated. 
however wild my theory may be, the subjeet 
tit can do no harm to think of it from every 


* 


R. B. M. F. Kenry, Major, R. A. 


[TERS TO THE EDITOR. 
The Order of the White Rose. 
sorrespondent, ‘R. Wormwood,’ may rest 
ar of the White Rose’ is no secret society, 
tence—its principal object being to keep 
a House of Stuart to its rightful inherit- 

rongfully deprived by a set of fanatics, 


into the spirit world, and should be 
bout it, or whom to consult, 
Companton, O. W. R. 


lerou: $ Millinery” 


ast week's number of *Liont' the 
W AN ah out the extermination of the 


for the Protection of 
nown to some of then, 
and we have now many 


to wear no feathers 
Day iced) and to 
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yonorall y use all their influonce to protect birds and bird-life. 
Anyone may join the society by sending 2d. for a card of mèm- 
bership to the hon, secretary, Mrs. Lemon, Hillcrest, Redhill, 
Surrey ; or to any of the local secretaries, 
Erne Werren. Local Secretary 8 P. B. 
The Colonial College, Hollesley Bay. 


Evidential Value of Clairvoyant Delineations, 


Sm, I had the pleasure of being present at the meeting of 
the members of the London Spiritualist Alliance, in the French 
Drawing Room at St. James's Hall, on February 21st, when 
Mrs. Vincent Bliss gave clairvoyant delineations of the spirit 
friends of many present, and I was glad to find, upon inquiry. 
that so many of such descriptions were fally recognised, and can 
well imagine that those not recognised at the time may have 
been so afterwards. May I be permitted, through your 
columns, to suggest to the Council of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance that a full, accurate record of such experiments would 
have considerable evidential value? I would recommend that 
the delineation given by the medium should be taken down in 
shorthand, and the name and address of the recipient obtained 
afterwards ; that such account be written out in full and sent to 
therecipient, who should be requested, after mature deliberation, 
to put in writing the fact of full or partial recognition ; or, if so 
be it, the failure to recognise. Such delineations and state- 
ments of the recipients, if published in your paper or given at 
subsequent meetings of the members of the London Spiritualist 
Ailiance, could not fail, I think, to interest those who have had 
nothing personal given to themselves, or think all descriptions 
are very vague and generally applicable to all, and are not 
satisfied with the sunple hu often recorded statement that‘ many 
or all delineations were at once recognised.’ ĪNQUIRER. 


‘The Passage of Matter Through Matter.’ 


Sin. — A a thoughtful and philosophical speculation, Dr. 
Wyld's letter is worthy of consideration. With matter capable 
of vibrating longitudinally and transversely, the presence of the 
iron ring on Husk's wrist could, other explanations failing, be 
explained. But in the first place, the ‘longitudinal vibrations“ 
that the Doctor writes about have not yet been definitely 
established in connection with the ‘Now Photography.’ Their 
existence is thought probable, but that is all. Such vibrations 
should have no difficulty in passing through glass; but that is 
what the Röntgen rays cannot readily do. Moreover, to com- 
pare the vibrations of light as exhibited, say, by a Crookes's 
tube, with those of matter, seems hardly feasible, seeing that 
the medium—the ether—for the conveyance of the former is so 
subtle that it permeates all forms of matter as readily, to use a 
coarse illustration, as the wind passes through the tree-tops, 
But why seek in the ‘New Photography’ for a possible 
explanation of the ‘Passage of Matter through Matter,’ when 
science can adduce many other facts equally startling and 
suggestive ? Take ‘solutions,’ for instance. It is quite possible to 
make one fluid pass through another, and yet if we observe the 
process of diffusion withour most powerful microscopes, we cannot 
follow the motion of any individual portion of the fluids. The 
process may be described as a motion of the fluids, not in mass, 
hut by molecules. If substances having definite forms of crystal- 
lisation are dissolved and stirred vigorously together and then 
allowed to stand, crystallisation will presently recommence, the 
resulting crystals being as characteristic as before, each mole- 
cule having threaded its way through the crowd and joined its 
own particular set. Graham has observed that both liquids and 
gases pass through porous solid bodies, such as plugs of plaster 
of Paris, or plates of pressed plumbago. In other cases liquids 
or gases passed through a diaphragm which is not in the 
ordinary sense porous, For example, carbonic acid confined in 
a soap bubble rapidly escapes. Hydrogen and other gases can 
pass through a layer of caoutchoue. When iron is raised to a 
high temperature, palladium, carbonic oxide, and hydrogen will 
pass through it. Some substances, such as salt and sugar, will 
move freely through membranes like skin and bladder, while 
others, like gun, gelatine, starch, and albumen, will scarcely pass 
at all. This fact, it may be interesting to note, has boen utilised 
by chemists in supposed cases of poisoning, The contents of 
the stomach are placed in u vessel with a bottom composed of a 
membrane, and set in another vessel filled with pure water. 
Most of the violent poisons, such as arsenic, &e., would diffuse 
into the water, and thus be separated from the other contents 


= a 


108 


of the stomach, Usmosis, as a somewhat similar process is called. 
plays an important part in the digestion of food by diffusion 
through the walls of the stomach, and the same thing gocs on in 
growing trees and plants in regard to the diffusion of the sap, 
In all chene cee we have matter either as a solid, Hquid, or gas, 
passing through matter. Matter, we are taught, is terval ; its 
form varying with the conditions under which it manifests. Fur 
fron, as we know it, to puss through flesh aud bone seems hard 
of belief, bat change the conditions, vaporise beth iron and 
mh, and the thing is accomplished, the resulting gasos passing 
ly the one through the other, This may not be the exact 
method of our spirit friends, bat it is upon some such lines that 
they must work. A. Buronrs. 


Spiritualism and the Press. 
Stn. The attitude of the Press towards Spiritualism is rather 


difficult to explain, but I suppose, like everything else, there is 
oe area many, [remember when I first started 
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day, Miss MacCreadie. 


* Mr. W. E. 
The Basis of 
8 freshness and vitality always associated with this gentle- 


‘ion a 
by. 
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February 29, jem 


At one time it was thought that the Press was going ; 
fairly and in a rational manner with Spiritualism, fo; 
twenty years ago the t Times” sent a ‘ commissioner,’ w 
accompanied by & friend, to Mr. Williams in Lamb's í 
street, with a view to report in that journal what might, 
place. A full, fair, and favourable account in due tim 
which, with a lot of introductory matter on the subject g 
occupied the best part of a page. I forget now wha 
reported to have taken place, except that a chair wa 
the table whilst they were sitting round it with t! h 
joinel. This was a puzzler, and the writer concluded 
article with the words: but how did the chair get on t 
table?’ He did not suggest that the medium lifted it u 
his teeth. But, then, he was not a conjurer ! A correspond 
ensued, in which several distinguished writers took part, amon 
whom was our esteemed coadjutor, Dr. A. R. Wallace. Th 
correspondence lasted a fortnight. 

Eastbourne. 


Rogert Corn 


SOCIETY WORK. 

Wetcome Hatt, 218, JUBILEE-STREET, Mizz Exp, E. —0 
Sunday last Mr. Dale gave an interesting address on ‘7 
Oreed of Spiritualism,’ which was highly appreciated by a lary 
audience. On Sunday next, Miss Marsh, clairvoyance, 
7 p.m.—W. M. 

Srmatrorp Socrery or SPIRITUALISTS.—On Sunday last Mr 
Veitch again gave an excellent address on ‘Spiritualism an 
the Bible,’ and replied to questions from inquirers. On Sunday 
next Mr. E. White will occupy our platform. Mr. Smith will 
be the medium for next Friday.—Taos. McCaticm. 

Gander Psyenotocicat Society, Sr. Jonx's Hatz. — 0. 
Sunday last Mr. S. Longville gave an able address upon ‘Justice 
not Mercy, a Divine Attribute.” Mercy, being favour show: 

rsons deserving of punishment, is a purely human a 

works alone through His fixed laws, by which an eternal 
and inexorable justice is meted out, thus affording the surest 
basis of hope for the ultimate emancipation of all humanity ; a 
hope which could not exist were God variable in character and 
liable to exercise or withhold the human quality of mercy. 
Successful after-séance kindly led by Mrs. Dowidall’s controls. 

er next Sunday evening, Mr. E. G. Sadler, The Merey 
in Nature. —E. A. 

Sener Masoxic Hut, Camperwett.—On Sunday lust a 
large audience welcomed Mr. and Mrs. Brenchley, who a 
working hard and well to spread the Gospel of Spiritualism. 
Mr. Brenchley gave an address upon ‘ Guardian Angels,’ and 
related interesting facts in his own experience which had proved 
their real existence. Mrs. Brenchley then gave normal clair- 

delineations, satisfying many people that their friends 
live to guard and guide them. This lady also gave us proof 
that she is rapidly developing for public speaking. Next Sun- 
i i Temperance Branch Meeting at 8.30 

On Easter Sanday we celebrate the forty-eighth sanniver- 
of the dawn of modern Spiritualism. We hope to hold a 
Spiritual festival at 6.30 p.m., and on Easter Monday a 
at7p.m. Tickets, 1s. Full particulars shortly. 
evening at 35, Station-road, lecture and debate. 


Rooms, 51, Montmrer-strert, W.—On Sunday 
was the speaker, and taking for his subject 
ip,’ he delivered an address full of all 


's utterances, pona oe —— and the 
were profoundly interested in the able exposition given 

— . means by and through which spirit 
muni n is carried on. Mr. are erga upon his hearers 
need of ing aside all worldly matters when sitting in 
3 raising themselves to a truly spiritual 

' a real commanion with their discarnate 
bone Association may be 
his most generous and able worker 
Sunday, at 7 p.m., Miss Rowan 
of Spiritual Gifts,’ followed by 


Meprem.—A._ benefit séance 
medium, will be held at 
on Sunday, March 8th, 
W. God „ and several 
. The object in 
m is to enable friends to be 

r attendance at their usual 
a distance attending the 
at sixpence each, Mr. 


lista for many years, 
= T trust that all thos 


atal wit) 


